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Ghost Towns of Livingston County, Illinois 


With Focus on Fairbury Area 


By: Dale C. Maley 


Merriam Webster Dictionary: 


Ghost Town: a once-flourishing town wholly or nearly deserted 
usually as a result of the exhaustion of some natural resource 


Definition for This Presentation.......... 


-A town that was started but never was successful over the long-term and 
few or no inhabitants are left. 


-In Livingston County, many towns were started, but eventually 
abandoned after the railroad failed to go through the town 
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How to find all the ghost towns in Livingston County? 
1. See if list of all towns that had discontinued post offices. 


2. Conduct local newspaper searches on ghost town 
stories. 


3. Consult old maps of Livingston County 
4. Consult old history books 


5. Ask for ghost town names on Facebook 
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Post Offices 


*Found web site that lists almost all post offices in Livingston County 
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US POSTAL BULLETINS and PL&Rs 


1880 - 2013 
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List of US Post Offices 


State Name i Post Office 


Enter text in search boxes then click on Search. 


When searching State use full State name. 


(dear| |Search) 


We would like to thank Postal History Dealer Jim Forte for making this list available to collectors. 
He makes no claim to the accuracy of this list which is a work in progress. 


Visit Jim at www.postalhistory.com 
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The United States Offical Postal Guide, 1874-1954, is used under license and with permission from the United States Postal Service. All rights reserved. 
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Post Offices 


State Name Post Office County Dates 


пов [Ancona Rur. Sta. | Livingston | Ие —- 

юв | Ancona ШИ | зз _ 

“Ша | — Wison | Livingston | 1883-1805 | РО = 
Ги | Wig | Livingston | (СРО | Discontinued 
өз [л KEEN тиња Post Office? 
[mos | Suam Гане | Сао 


Post office 
still in 
Service. 


*This web site shows a total of 68 towns that had a post office. 
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Мо. State Мате 


a | ше 
|22 | Mimos | 
[3 | imis | 
[4 | шо | 
[5 | Mimos | 
[6 | mois | 
7 | шо | 
8 | пое | 
[9 | Mims | 
__10 | в | 
[11 | Minos | 
[12 | ш | 
[13 | шо | 
[14 | imis | 
[15 | imis | 
[16 | и | 
[17 | шо | 
|18 | шо | 


Post Offices 


Post Office County Dates 


Ancona Rur. 
Sta. Livingston ?-Date 


1880-Date 
1866-Date 
| Odell | Livingston | 1855-Date | 


*[hese 18 towns still have 
post offices. 


*They would not be 
considered ghost towns since 
they are large enough to 
have a post office. 


“5о, 68 total towns minus 18 
with post offices = 50 ghost 
towns! 


“Моге than 50 because post 
office web site not complete. 


*Some towns never got big 
enough to have a post office 
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Post Offices 


*Who are the 50 towns that lost their post office from web site? 


Post Office Dates No. Post Office Dates 


991872 || оо sain] 106019 
ee с 1893-1894 


1865-1892 


Alphabetical Order => 
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Post Offices 


*Who are the 50 towns that lost their post office from web site? 


No. Post Office Dates No. Post Office Dates 


32 


1847-1850 Roaelthe 1880-1886 
1879-1882 Rooks Creek | 1847-1880 
1870-1921 Rookside 1896-1898 
New Michigan| 1849-1872 1872-1919 
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Post Offices 


*Who are the 50 towns that lost their post office from web site? 


No. Post Office Dates 


Rugby 1880-1918 
1886-1905 


Smithdale | 1870-1901 


1869-1879 
1840-1873 


1881-ОРО 
Yorkville 1876-1879 


1880-1916 
1900-1903 
883-1905 


Daily Leader, Pontiac, Ш. РареА-3 
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Newspaper Search 


Sat., Mar. 27, 1976 


Some villages were lost 


The pioneers who led: the 
westward expansion of this 
country were restless souls, 
often feeling “crowded” if 
another settler built a 
homestead within five or 10 
miles. Sometimes they stayed 
long enough to begin little 
villages, before moving to other 
parts of the county, state or the 
country. 

Some of the villages on the 
plat books of Livingston County 
no longer exist. Some, which at 
first showed promising growth, 
have dwindled to the point of 
Containing only one or two 
residences and, perhaps, a 
grain elevator. 

The railroad із responsible for 
the birth and death of many 
county communities. The town 
of Reading, for instance, is the 
second oldest village platted in 
the county. At one time it 
contained three hotels, two 
doctors, stores, а coal business 
and blacksmith shop. The town 
grew rapidly until the railroads, 
built in other parts of the 
county, drew business and 
capital away. The towns of 
Avoca and New Michigan 
suffered the same fate. 

On the other hand, the 
railroad established several 
communities by locating 
switches for shipping points at 
many locations. Some of these 
towns blossomed and grew, 
others have actually shrunk in 


.Size as nearby large com- 


munities have become more 
attractive. Е 

Some of these communities 
include Eylar, Griswold and 
Scovel on the Kankakee’ and 
Minonk branch of the lllinois 
Central Railroad, Eylar and 
Griswold once reported 
populations of 30 persons each. 

Blair, or Wilson on some 
maps, had a population of more 
than 50 inhabitants. Located six 
miles east: of Dwight, it also 
boasted a general store, 
blacksmith shop, and grain 
elavator. 

Budd was a station and post 
office on the Indiana, Illinois 
and Iowa Railroad and 
Champlin, located north of 
Fairbury, was never much 
more than a shipping point. 

Other shipping points were 
Cereal in Chatsworth Town- 
ship; Healey, on the Kankakee 
and Bloomington branch of the 
I. C. Railroad; and Rugby on 
the Kankakee and Minonk 
branch of the I. С. Railroad. 

Lodemia Station on the 
Chicago and Paducah (later the 
Wabash) Railroad, is a short 
distance south of McDowell, In 
1878 it contained a post office 
and a Methodist Church. Missal 
was a station and office on the 
Indiana, ІШіпоів an Тома 
Railroad in Sunbury Townhip. 
It had an elevator, general store 
and post office. 


Cayuga, which may have 
been named by an early settler 
for Cayuga Lake or Cayuga 
County in New York State, once 
listed a population of 160 per- 
sons. It was surveyed and 

atted on April 10, 1855 by 

mas F. Norton. The village 
had a "'flourishing" public 
school and two churches, ac- 
cording to an 1898 business 
directory. 

Risk, located one mile north 
of Strawn, was named Pearl's 
Junction before the junction of 
the Wabash and Illinois Central 
Railroads at that point took on 
greater importance. 

A RON of 50 persons, а 
post office, telegraph office and 
U. S.. express facility were 
located at Ocoya before the turn 
of the century. 

In 1870 William Shepard laid 
out a town of 32 aeres on the 
Dwight and Peoria branch of 
the Chicago and Alton Railroad 
іп Newtown Township. Тһе 
town was named Smithdale 
after an early settler. The land 
had not been improved, except 
by a depot. by 1880. 

In 1878 the (озуп of Nevada 
had more than 300 inhabitants 
with a general store, post office, 
blacksmith shop, restaurant, 
boarding house and other 
businesses. 

Livingston County can even 
claim a lost railroad, along with 
its lost towns. In the early days 


of county development, the old 
Chicago and Paducah Railroad, 
later the Chicago branch of the 
Wabash Railroad, extended 
from Fairbury to Strawn. The 
junction of that railroad with 
the T.P. & W. at Fairbury, 
however, persuaded! the 
railroaders to take up the track 
between Fairbury and Strawn. 

This short stretch of railroad. 
Supported two stations and 
budding communities. South of 
Fairbury was Murphy Station, 
also recorded as McClary post 
office. It was mostly used as a 
shipping point, but also con- 
tained the post office, a small 
store and a grain dealer. 

South of Murphy Station was 
Norman, which had, at one 
time, a store, post office, 
blacksmith shop and wagon 
shop. The post office there was 
established in 1875. 

The railroads, however, did 
not always get their way in 
establishing towns along their 
tracks. The Illinois Central 
Railroad built.a siding and 
depot in the southeast corner of 
Belle Prairie Township and 
called the proposed village at 
that point Rosalthe. They at- 
tempted to attract settlers from 
Cropsey, but people refused to 
move {0 {һе new town and 
Rosalthe did not develop. The 
railroad was forced to move the 
depot and side track to the site 
of Cropsey. 
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“1976 Pontiac Leader ran local history stories for Bicentennial 


*Ghost towns cited 
were added to "no post 
office" list 


eTown stories will be 
shown later 


Мар = > 


*8 Ghost Towns added from 
1976 Leader Article 
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Listing of All Potential Ghost Towns 


[Focus on Fairbury Area] 
(14 Ghost Towns out of 58) 


— Ó: 
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Ауоса - Post Office 1838-1872 


*McDowells were some of the very first settlers in Livingston County 
*Major Darnall arrived south of Fairbury in 1830 
*McDowells arrived in 1832 north of Fairbury, south fork of Vermilion 


* The McDowells created Avoca 
“Сһигсһ 
*Cemetery 
*Post Office 
*Laid out streets with houses 


*Peoria & Oquawka Railroad came through in 1857 
*Fairbury created in 1857 
*Demise of Avoca 
“боте of houses moved to Fairbury 
‘Nothing left today except cemetery 


ТОНА 


1405) 
DOVE 


Avoca |  ANOCA 


LOCATED ON SECT. 23 AVOCA ТИР. 
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early 
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bridge 


Population 


Cardiff — Post Office 1899-1919 ty 
in Coun 
Most famous ghost town ІП 


Rise & Fall of Cardiff 


1900 1905 1910 1915 1920 1925 


*Southeast 
of Dwight 


“Боот to 
Bust in 20 
years 


Cardiff — Post Office 1899-1919 


*Was known as "Collopy's Corner" after Patrick and Ann Collopy 

*Coal found at 250 feet 

*Named Cardiff after one of the richest coal mining areas in the world 
«Cardiff, Wales 


*By January 1903 there were 400 miners bringing up 1,200 to 1,600 tons of 
coal per day 


*Company was still not able to meet the demand for its coal. 


*The village had a population of over 2,000 people 


gad Пе" су 
| Livingston County Historical Society 00000000000 - 


“Апа then disaster struck. Around midnight on Thursday, March 12, 1903, ап 
explosion in the mine sent a huge blast of air that blew three miners against the 
shaft wall, killing them. The huge explosion shook the town and awakened most of 
the residents. Flames and debris shot up more than 100 feet from the mine 
opening. 


*Rescuers were able to get the dead and all the injured out of the mine near five in 
the morning on Friday. Funerals for the three victims were held in Cardiff on 
Sunday. Those killed were Charles Joseph Hewitt, 23, a single man; John 
McClosky, 23, who had a wife and one child; and James Barra, 41, who had a wife 
and four children. 


*On that same Sunday morning, a crew of six men were in the mine cleaning up 
debris from the explosion. Shortly after the funerals were finished, a second mine 
explosion occurred. Five of the six men working were killed. Those killed were 
Anton Hassell, 38, who had a wife and three children; Anton Jeokoski, 23, a single 
man; Ulysses Alderson, 23, who left a wife and two children; Archie Wilson, 51, 
who had a wife and seven children; and James Hutchinson, 51, who left a widow 
and eight children. 
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Cardiff — Post Office 1899-1919 


“А third explosion occurred on Monday just before another crew was going to 
go in for repairs. This was the largest blast of the three. Blowing out the top of 
the mine shaft, and damaging machinery, the tower house and the engine 
house. Company carpenter Allen Michaels was looking down the shaft when it 
exploded and was killed. 


*Two more explosions occurred over the next couple days. No one else was 
hurt. The toll in the five explosions was nine dead and thirteen injured. The 
cause of the explosion was never determined although it was likely due to a 
gas explosion. 


*The mine was a total loss. It was estimated at a $100,000 loss by the 
company. The disaster looked like it would spell doom for Cardiff. 


Cardiff — Post Office 1899-1919 
*New mine shaft dug in 1903 


*500 miners and population grew to 2,000 to 2,500 


“2 Banks *Millinery shop 

*2 Grain Elevators *General Stores 

*Soft-drink bottling plant “2 Blacksmith Shops 

*Candy Factory “Рһагтасу 

“2 Dance Halls “2 Ice Houses 

*Clothing Stores *Real Estate & Insurance 
Office 


*2 Meat Markets 
:2 Bakeries *2 Auto Dealerships 


*Barber Shops 


Cardiff — Post Office 1899-1919 


*The town had pressurized water system 
“А gas works system 

*An electric light plant 

*A railroad depot 

*Two railroad lines with passenger service 
“А first class hotel with fine cuisine. 


“А doctor's office and a post office. 


Cardiff — Post Office 1899-1919 


“Іп 1910, biggest customer....Wabash Railroad said it was no longer purchasing 
Cardiff Coal 


*Coal not good enough quality for their steam locomotives 
*Mine closed Sept. 21, 1912 


*People left town and businesses closed 
*Houses were moved to other towns 


*Nothing left today of Cardiff 
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CARDIFF 


GHOST TOWN ON THE PRAIRIE 2 Books 
| | available for 
ай N sale at 
Mor A" | Campus 
чыш State Bank. 


Also copies at 
some 
libraries. 
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Champlin — No Post Office 


*On railroad, but never more than a shipping 
point. 


*Was on old Chicago & Paducah RR going 
through Fairbury, Champlin, Lodemia, 
McDowell, Pontiac. 


*Was torn down in 2016 by wood re-claimer. 


*Stacked timber design with sheet metal 
covering. 
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Champlin — No Post Office 


*From 1927 Blade 
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Champlin — No Post Office 


MOSES CHAMPLIN, farmer and | 


stock raiser, and dealer in grain; P. О. 
Fairbury ; has been a resident of Livings- 
ton Co. since 1860, havivg moved here 


from Marshall Co., where he had resided . 
for two years previously ; he was born in : 
Albany Co., N. Y., on the 23d of Decem- : 
ber, 1809; when he was about 6 years of | 


age, his parents removed to Madison Co., 


№. Ү., aud about six yeas later to Joffer- | 


son Co.; there he lived until he came to 


Illinois, in 1858; he settled in 1863 on - 


his present farm, on Secs. 20 and 29, where 
he owns 320 acres of land, valued at $12,- 


800. Mr. Champlin was married in No- - 
vember, 1533, to Miss Tirzah Stanley, of | 


Jefferson Со. N. Y., who was born in 
Oneida Со.. №. Y., in March, 1810 ; they 
have six children—Lewis C., Hannah L., 
Alson P., Henry C., Nancy M. and Ella 1. 


у акн. фи A ar Annn 


eFrom 1878 history book. 


Fairburgh — Post Office 1858-1866 


*Fairbury founded in 1857 when Peoria & Oquawka Railroad laid track from 
Peoria to Indiana border. 


*Mistake made in Post Office application process. 
*Name came back as Fairburgh instead of desired Fairbury!! 
*Took until 1867 to get it corrected. 


*Many Civil War soldiers have Fairburgh instead of Fairbury as home address 


2 Rare photos 


from Diane 
Pawlowski ШШШ» 


collection 


BY SVINGSTON COUNTYONM 
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Fairburgh — Post Office 1858-1866 
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Forrest Station — Post Office 1860-1868 


*Peoria & Oquawka Railroad came through in 1857 


*Forrest Township was named for Forrest Village, and Forrest Village 
for Forrest Township, and both for a Mr. Forrest, of New York, who was 
the business partner of Mr. Frost, President of the Peoria & Oquawka 
Railroad, when the T., P. & W. was known by that euphonious title. 


elt was first called Forestville, but at the special request of Mr. Frost, 
was changed to the name of Forrest, his partner, and "Who, he 
promised, would do something handsome for the young village-a 
promise however, which still remains unfulfilled. 


*Post Office named Forrest Station between 1860 and 1868. 
Village of Forrest was laid out in 1866 


*Post Office renamed to Forrest in 1868 


Hickory Point — Post Office 1856-1859 


*From 1909 Vol. 2 history book: 
*The next fair was held in Pontiac on September 28, 29 and 30, 18589, it 
having been lengthened out one day. 


*S. L. Manker was elected president; William Perry, vice-president; B. P. 
Babcock, secretary; John Dehner, treasurer. 


Thomas Mills, pius Point: William B. Lyon, Reading, and Benjamin Walton, 
Fairbury.. 


Hickory Point — Post Office 1856-1859 


POST ОЕҒІСЕЗ-- Ilinois. 


Compensa- Net 


Post office. County. Postinaster. tion. proceeds. 
Непперіп,.............. Ршпат......... Chester Едйду........ ................. 8258 96 | 98214 02 
Henry ...............| Marshgll.... ose. Р. М. Лаппеу.....................90).. 741 81 899 69 
Ненииауе........ . e... Coles. “........... Caleb Bales ....... “ечч ооо е зе ее со 95 96 92 93 
Hermon .......... «e Кпох.......»».. E. Littlefield .........»>955%. coo .... 95 64 14 (6 
Негпдоп тозон ова вое | сов са во eee J. Morrison, 1 4г............... ........ 1 98 1 48 
Hershey’s МИІЗ.........! Lawrence ...... A. МІНІП... UT. TP 9 &2 9 29 
Heyworth ........ TTA McLean........ ‚| J. Vanordstrand ...204dcnoueuruón 200008 )47 75 12 25 
Hickory .............. Lake.... »...... Chester Атев......4»%».%%өше ooo өз» 11 07 14 41 
Hickory Creek T""— Fayette ..... ого. | B. W. ELTE ME € 005090000 000000000* 13 04 9 49 
Hickor С ПА зо е ев "y. . ( .. +0 100000 502 ! 3 62 

РӨНІІ!.ӛ..ӛ......?... Магіоп.......... hs F. Me ddr. ...... 8 70 : D 
Hickory Point . .....| M Donough ..... . B. Ostrande г, to “April 23... — 3 31 6 47 
Hicks’ Mills......... eee De Kalb. asc вове J. М. Ellithorpe. coccces covccvcccccess 29 98 26 87 

БЫ аа. сое. seas, ЈАЧЕГ... ог. John, Rice ....... ево ооо сара вв оо > + 12 19 и 


1859 Воок 


*Web page тау have mistake. Maybe Dr. Ostrander came from McDonough 
County before moving to Livingston County. 
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Hickory Point — Post Office 1856-1859 


*From Dr. Ostrander obit, he lived in Chicago before he moved to Pontiac. 
*1850 Census, was living in Pontiac 
*1860 Census was living in Avoca Township 


“1877 was appointed Lodemia postmaster 


*Consulted land purchase records from Government 
*He bought land in Section 18, which is one section west of Lodemia 


*Hickory Creek comes from Section 18, empties into Vermilion at 
McDowell 


*Hickory Point must have been southwest of McDowell 


Indian Grove — Post Office 1846-1859 


*Indian Grove Township and Indian Creek named after Kickapoo village 
*Village was 3 miles south of Fairbury, about 600 people 
*Moved to Oliver's Grove 1830-1832 


*Forced to leave Illinois in 1832 


*Peoria & Oquawka Railroad came through in 1857 
Village of Fairbury created in 1857 


*No longer a need for a township post office 


No references to specific village. Post Office was 
likely in a house and a Township post office. 


/SLIVINGSTON COUNTYOY 


Both Indian Grove Township and Indian Creek were named after the 600 
members of the Kickapoo Tribe that lived south of Fairbury. 
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ісе 1877-1903 


[одета Grain Elevator Circa 1960 
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Lodemia — Post Office 1877-1903 
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McDowell - Post Office 1872-1918 
*Founded by Judge Woodford С. McDowell 


*On Chicago & Paducah Railroad 


*Had working elevator and hardware store in late 1970's 
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McDowell – Post Office 1872-1918 


The McDowell | 
à Available on 
Family Amazon.com and 
of Walton Centre in 
Fairbury 


Fairbury, Illinois 


Can also borrow from 
Pontiac Library or 
Fairbury Dominy 
Library 


Dale Maley 
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New Michigan - Post Office 1849-1872 


*From 1878 history book: 


“Іп 1848, George Sardinia and Xenophon Richards, their sisters and brother- 
in-law Russell Nelson, made the first settlement on the prairie. 


*They were from the State of Michigan. This was the year of the completion of 
the Michigan and Illinois Canal, and from this time forward, for several years, 
a good many emigrants came from Northern Ohio and Indiana and Southern 
Michigan by way of the canal. 


*The Richards settled in the vicinity of the site of New Michigan, and named 
the locality after their native State. 


North of Pontiac 


New Michigan - Post Office 1849-1872 


“Тһе building of other railroads-the Illinois Central and the Chicago &Alton- 
attracted the attention of merchants, mechanics and tradesmen to other 
points, and in a few years New Michigan, with its institutions, lost rank. 


elt continued to be a local trading point, until within a few years, when it was 
overshadowed by Streator; and later, when the Chicago & Paducah Railroad - 
was completed, and a station established within a short distance, the place, 
as a business point, was entirely abandoned. 


*One of the churches was moved away, all of the stores were closed, the post 
office was abolished, and the academy having been a few years before 
consumed by fire, nothing remains but a few dwelling houses, as a monument 
of blasted hopes. 


New Michigan - Post Office 1849-1872 


“А sad accident occurred here on September 13, 1877, in which three young 
теп-ізаас Runmery, Clark Cusick and James Scovelle—met their death. 


*These men were employed to clean out an old well on the farm of Cyrus Cusik. 
*The well was about thirty-five feet deep. 


“Киттегу was the first to descend by means of a rope, when within ten feet of 
the bottom he let go and fell. 


*Cusick hastened to his relief and he also fell to the bottom, Scovelle fell before 
he had proceeded ten feet. 


*Their death was due to foul gas. It was three hours before their bodies were 
*brought to the surface. 


1909 History Book 


lof a horrible accident оп Thursday 
|| morning, that resulted in the instant 
|| death of.tbree men. Years ago, be- 
-— tbe time of, railroads, New 
icbigam was quite ап important 
| place, and а кішілер) Académy 
was located there, but . 
"| school had. gone down, and a few 
|yesrs ago the school house had 
l konit dows An old well was оп 
the premises that was occasionally 
used by the neighbors there, and оп 
the morning in question they con- 
cluded to clean out the well und fix 
itup. Mr. Isaac М. Rumery went 
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New Michigan - Post Office 1849-1872 
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itup. Mr. Isaac М. Rumery went 
sisting noticed that he fell, when he 


t down near the water and Clark}. 
Jusic went down to help him. Не | 
| was overcome by «be foul gas, and 


fell down. The persons present be- 


gan to fear that there was foul air in | 


the well, but notwithstanding.James 
Schofield, a boy of 19 {oaranephey 
of Cusio, was lowered into the wel 


and he, too, became the victim of 
There were now | : 


down first, and those who. жеге a$- | |'that little neighborhood. 


| . Phis was a terrible calamity іп 
Rumery 
таба man of about 35 years of age; 
formerly in business at Blackstone; 
He leaves a wife and two or three 
children ard his aged parents, whose: 


Тоту son he was. . Cusic was а many 
Пу young fellow, 22 ог 23 years old, 


who had been married only a short 


| time, and his tragi» dgath must be 8. 
| gret shock to. bis young wife. 


i~ Тһе cause of the terrible acei-| 


| депе was the accumulation of foul. 


irin the well, which had been long: 


|, Үндіміу closed up. $ 


Sep 15, 1887, Streator Free Press 
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1878 History Book has more info. 
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Исси Мамар —The frst station sout h of 
Streator on the Paducah road is in a fair 
way to be buried under а cloud of names, 
Years ago іп the days of its primitive sim- 
plicity before the whistle of the steam 
engine came to disturb its quiet, it was 
known far вой wide as New Michigan. 
When the railroad came it left the ancient 
bamiet а mile атау, but the people mast 
have а station aod that they called New: 


New Michigan — 


Post Office 1849-1872 


From Feb 22, 1879, Streator Free Press 
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Ocoya - Post Office 1860-1922 


*At the close of the war.. the village of Ocoya again comes into notice. 


*Roadnight, who had, as has previously been stated, purchased 40 acres and 
made a switch, built a small warehouse and depot, and leased them to D. S. 
Shireman and E. M. Babbitt, who continued the grain business with varying 
results, for several years. 


*The village was all this time in its primitive condition, and making no progress. 


*Indeed, it could not yet properly be called a village, for no plat had been 
surveyed. nor had any move been made toward laying out a town. 


“Іп 1869, Duff &Cowan purchased the land, and surveyed and platted the 


ground, giving it the old name, "Ocoya." They failed in business shortly 
after, however., and no plat of the town was ever recorded. 


Ocoya - Post Office 1860-1922 


*John A. Bogie, of Paris, Bourbon County, Ky., an extensive owner of land 
adjoining the town, laid off "Bogie's first addition to Ocoya, April 30, 1870. 


*The record of this plat is the only recorded instrument relating to the town of 
Ocoya. 


*On the failure of Duff & Cowan, Reuben Macy purchased the 40 acres, 
originally intended for a town site, and in 1871 built an elevator. 


*He was associated with C. N. Coe, of Cayuga, a short time, but, purchasing his 
interest, for several years managed a store, of which he became the owner. 


Ocoya - Post Office 1860-1922 
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Richmond - Post Office - None 


*The reader will not be troubled to wade through statistics, as to this item, 
as the only thing to record is its history, and that of an ancient nature. 


*Still it is history, and not fiction, that we write; for, though the reader may 
never have heard of it, the town of Richmond did exist. 


*Not only so, but it was the rival of Pontiac, and but for a very small 
circumstance would doubtless have been by today the most flourishing 
city in the county. 


*Richmond was located two miles east of Pontiac. 


elt was regularly laid out апа platted, by Franklin Oliver, County Surveyor, 
for Henry Jones and Henry Loveless, June 23, 1851. 


Richmond - Post Office - None 


‘Rumors of a railroad through this section were afloat; and that being a 
nice location for a town, and that point in the river being a good one for a 
railroad crossing, it was not doubted by its friends that this would be the 
favored point. 


eStores and shops and a school house soon sprang into existence; lots 
were disposed of for good prices; dwellings were built, and everything 
indicated a rising town. 


*But alas for human hopes and desires, the road lacked just two miles of 
passing through the historic village, and its bright anticipations burst like a 
bubble and vanished almost as quickly. 


Some of the buildings were moved to Pontiac, some did service afterward 
as stables and granaries, and the only monument that now exists of the 
once sprightly little village is an open space just south of Philip Rollings' 
house. 
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Rosealthe - Post Office — 1880-1886 


*Very difficult to perform historical research because of 2 spellings: 


*Rosalthe or Rosealthe 


*Was located just northeast of Cropsey 


Rosealthe - Post Office — 1880-1886 


“Тһе Illinois Central has sixty-two miles of its road in Livingston County. 
*The Kankakee branch, or Middle Division, extends through the center of 
the county from east to west, thirty-six miles. 
*The stations on this line are Flanagan, Graymont, Rooks Creek, Pontiac, 
Swygert, Rugby, Eylar, Spires, Scovel and Griswold. 
*This line joins the Bloomington branch at Kempton Junction, near the 
county line. 


“Тһе Bloomington branch runs іп a southwesterly direction through the 
southeastern part of the county, twenty-six miles. 


“Тһе stations e-eeunty on this line are Cullom, Charlotte, Chatsworth, 
Risk апа Rosalthe. 
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Rosealthe - Post Office — 1880-1886 


Livingston County, Illinois 1881 Map 
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*|f you contact me by email or Facebook, | can give you a link 
to a PDF file of all 58 ghost towns. 


«|f interested in being part of the Fairbury Echoes Museum, 
see me or Mary Carter....... or stop in at Museum. 


«|f interested in being part of the Livingston County Historical 
Society, see me. 


*Dalemaley()Gmail.com 
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